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1. House GOP drop plan to gut 
ethics office

2. Sesame Street launches new 
season with kindness theme

SEE USA TODAY 

3. Lightning begins 2017 at 
home against Winnipeg

SEE SPORTS

3 TOP STORIES FROM 
USA TODAY & SPORTS

It’s going to be at least another 
month before Mary Brown’s Diner 
starts serving up chicken and ‘taters.  
SEE PAGE 2

Checking on chicken

Today’s weather:

Cost, availability of sand is chal-
lenge for beach renourishment.
SEE PAGE 7

Sand wars
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Editor’s note: This column first 
appeared in 2013.

Many Very Eager Men Just 
Sat Up Naming Planets. 

Many Very Eager Men 
Just Sat Up Nodding Plenty.

Many Very Eager Men Just Sat 
Up Needing Pizza.

Well, it was something along 
those lines, but that’s how I re-
membered the planets in the solar 
system as a kid. Then we learned 
that Pluto isn’t a planet.

So I guess it’s just now: Many 
Very Eager Men Just Sat Up 

Needing? I have a feeling that’s 
not what’s being taught now. 

I had forgotten about my 
childhood fascination with all 
things “space” until I found myself 
recently sitting inside the Bishop 
Planetarium at the South Florida 
Museum in Bradenton. 

The 67-year-old manatee 
named Snooty may be the 
celebrity at the museum, but I 
could spend far more time in the 
planetarium (no offense, Snooty). 

The South Florida Museum is 
about an hour’s drive, but it’s a 
well-worth-it hour. 

The museum, one of the best 
in the region, is basically three 
museums under one roof. There’s 
the main museum, which includes 
two stories of incredible galleries 
from the mastodon to a Mickey 
Mouse camera. There’s the Parker 
Manatee Aquarium, where Snooty 
lives as the oldest known manatee 
in captivity. There’s the planetari-
um, where various fascinating films 
are shown throughout the day. 

“I love the planetarium movies,” 
said Bradenton resident Suzanne 
Smith. 

Wish lists long 
for legislators

By JONATHAN SCHOLLES
STAFF WRITER MEETING DATES & TIMES

Sarasota County Legislative Delegation
Wednesday, Jan. 18
9 a.m. to noon
Sarasota County Administration Building
1660 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

Charlotte County Legislative Delegation
Thursday, Jan. 19
9 a.m. to noon
Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association
2001 Shreve St., Punta Gorda

Sarasota County members
State Rep. Julio Gonzalez, chairman
State Sen. Greg Steube
State Rep. Joe Gruters
State Rep. Alex Miller
State Rep. Jim Boyd
State Rep. Wengay “Newt” Newton

Charlotte County members
State Rep. Michael Grant, chairman
State Sen. Greg Steube
State Sen. Denise Grimsley

Mike Grant Greg Steube Julio Gonzalez

As the dust settles on the 
New Year, state lawmakers 
are wasting little time in 
setting their 2017 agenda.

Members of the Charlotte 
and Sarasota counties 
Legislative Delegation 
recently announced meet-
ings to kick off 2017, hoping 
to gain insight from local 
governments, businesses, 
special interest groups and 
the public. The meetings 
help lawmakers determine 
which local bills to consider 
filing for the upcoming 
legislative session. 

A meeting is planned 
in Sarasota County 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 9 a.m. 
at the Sarasota County 
Administration Building. 
Charlotte County has its 
scheduled a day later, 
Thursday, Jan. 19, at 9 a.m. at 
the Punta Gorda Isles Civic 
Association.

Lawmakers, primarily, will 
listen to the needs of their 
constituents during each 
session. And many say  
it’s a crap shoot as to what 
to expect. That said, both 
counties face similar needs 
and legislators have a hunch 
what pitches for change they 
will hear.

Common themes may 
be worker’s compensation, 
mental health funding, 

homelessness, affordable 
housing, environmental 
issues and beach renourish-
ment. And with the political 
shift in the White 
House, a concern 
from the public 
may be Medicaid/
Medicare reform.

Of the issues, 
though, worker’s 
compensation 
and mental health 
may be the most 
pressing. 

Both Charlotte and 
Sarasota counties have listed 
mental and behavioral health 

as legislative priorities 
this year. Statewide, 

Florida is 49th 
overall in terms 
of mental health 
spending, beating 
out only Idaho. 
The state spends 
$37.28 per person 
annually on ser-

vices compared 
to the national 

average of $125, according to 
State Mental Health Agency 
data.

State Rep. Julio Gonzalez 
(R-Venice) includes 
homelessness, substance 
and drug overdose in the 
mental health spectrum. He 
says the rising problem is 
“Overwhelming and the most 
dire issue we face as a state. 
We’re bleeding money and 
lives and it needs addressed.”

Gonzalez, the chairman 
of the Sarasota County 
Legislative Delegation, 
is calling for a statewide 
network of mental health 
facilities. “The question is: 
what do we do next? There 
are a lot of solutions. And 
any of them are better than 
no intervention at all.”

State Sen. Greg Steube 
(R-Sarasota) introduced a 
bill three weeks ago to tackle 
the rising drug epidemic, 
specifically fentanyl and 
synthetic drugs by creating 
criminal penalties for both. 
It’s been referred to the 
criminal justice and judiciary 
subcommittees.        

“They’re cutting heroin 
with carfentanil. That’s a 
tranquilizer for elephants,” 
said Steube, who sits on 
both Charlotte and Sarasota 
legislative delegations. He’s 
pushing for temporary men-
tal health residency at the 
Salvation Army, an option 
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Christy
FEINBERG
COLUMNIST

 “Live like a 
Tourist,” a 
collection of 
Christy Fein-
berg’s columns, 
is available 
for sale at the 
Sun. To order 
your copy, call 
941-206-1000 
or stop by the 
Harborview 
Road office.
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