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Some Gulf-front 
property owners not 
sold on sand project 
• See page 11

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

a line in the sand …
Answers sought to stem Manasota erosion

The Sun newspapers 
sponsor a monthly Roundtable 
discussion, featuring key 
members of the community, 
on topics of importance to 
Southwest Floridians. 

ENGLEWOOD — 
Sand has slipped 
south on shoreline 
currents along 
Manasota Key for 
millennia, piling 
up sand on Gulf 
beachfronts here, 
eroding beach-
fronts there.

But now, the sand 
waves are shrink-
ing, erosion rates 
intensifying, and a 
growing 8,000-foot-
long trough is 
diverting sand as it 
slips south. 

Conditions are not 
getting better and are 

expected to get worse. 
“It has magnified 

in recent times; some 
of that is storm-related, 
some of it is the armoring 
structures that are now 
exposed,” said Michael 
Poff at a recent Sun 
roundtable of Manasota 
Key residents, Sarasota 
and Charlotte county of-
ficials and others. “Waves, 
on an everyday basis, are 
hitting those armoring 
structures and aggravat-
ing erosion.

“I am recommend-
ing to Sarasota and 
Charlotte not to wait any 
longer,” said Poff, who 
is president of Coastal 
Engineering Consultants. 
His firm is developing 

a Manasota Key erosion 
management plan for a 
Charlotte County portion 
of Manasota Key at a cost 
of about $68,000 according 
to the county’s website.

The renourishment 
project now is project-
ed to extend from the 
Sarasota-Charlotte county 
line south to the public 
Englewood Beach.

Doing nothing, Poff pre-
dicts, will result in more 
eroded beachfronts. 

More seawalls, exposed 
rock revetments and 
other measures will 
exasperate the exist-
ing erosion rates. 

“In many cases, 
(sand) has come 
back, but the 

long-term 
pattern is: 

Yes, it comes back, but (sand) 
doesn’t come back as much 
or as high as before,” he said.

“And sea-level rise,” added 
Brenda Bossman, who over-
sees sea turtle nesting and 
shorebird nesting primarily 
on Don Pedro and Knight 
islands.

In 2001, Manasota Key 
saw an erosion rate of 1 foot 
every year. In an updated 
shoreline study, Coastal 
Engineering determined the 
erosion rate has increased to 
4 feet annually.

The Florida Department 
of Environmental 
Protection has also declared 
portions of Manasota Key 
as critically eroded — not 
a surprise for Gulf-front 
property owners living 
north of the public 
Englewood Beach.

“We are close to the 
center (of the severe 
erosion),” said Steve Stump, 
president of La Coquina 
Condominium 
Association.

“We ended 
up with an 
11-foot shear 
where there 
once was a 
dune,” Stump 
said. The 
condominium 
is now installing 
a temporary sea 
wall, which is 
costing Manasota 
Key property 
owners $1,200 to 
$1,500 a linear foot.

County Building 
Official Ben Bailey 
said, “I come in on 
the back end. We’ve 
been encouraging 
everyone who 
has an issue 
(with erosion) 
out there to 
contact the 

Sand funding strategies
Charlotte County hired Peter Ravella and his Texas-based consulting 

team to explore various funding strategies to finance a gulf beach 
management program to address critical erosion on Manasota Key. 

His team plans to present funding strategies at two public workshops:
• 6 p.m., Thursday, at the Tringali Park Recreation Center, 3460 N. 

Access Road (State Road 776), Englewood.
• 1 p.m., Saturday at the Tringali Park Recreation Center.
Learn more about Charlotte County’s plans for its Manasota Key North 

Beach Erosion Project under “Project Status” at charlottecountyfl.gov.

$

At left: Construction 
continues on new  
temporary seawalls 
to protect Gulf-front 
properties south of 
the Sarasota- 
Charlotte county 
line on Manasota 
Key. This summer’s 
tropical storms 
Colin and Hermine 
ate away beaches 
and threatened 
condominium and 
residential structures 
north of the public 
Englewood Beach.

At left: What was 
once a walkway onto 
a Gulf beach on Mana-
sota Key leads nowhere. 
Sand eroded away 
beneath it more than 
a year ago. Charlotte 
County is now working 
on plans for a beach 
renourishment project, 
but what’s needed 
now is support for the 
project.

$

My column about how reg-
ulations are contributing 
to our nation’s slow growth 

elicited a variety of comments. My 
point wasn’t that regulations are bad 
and business is good. It was simply 
that for every action, there is an 
equal and opposite reaction.

Business regulations are like going 
into your 87-year-old aunt’s house, 
and seeing every magazine she 
received in the last 30 years piled up 
in stacks in the living room, den and 
dining room.

As we increase regulations, we 

create certain costs. At the end of the 
day, you and I, as individuals, end up 
paying the costs of those regulations. 
Here are some reader comments.

“I totally agree with your assess-
ment of the impact of regulation on 
economic growth. 

“Another consequence is the loss 
of freedom. Each regulation takes 
away a little bit of our freedom. None 
expands our freedom. Sooner or 
later, we will have few freedoms left. 
If any at all.” HP

“Remove your accountant’s green 
eye shades. They are clouding your 

vision.
“From the standpoint of a capi-

talist, dedicated to maximal profits, 
and free of any societal effects his 
actions might bring, you are dead-on 
right.

“But, from the standpoint of 
society, which frequently requires 
protection from unrestrained 
industry and commerce, you are 
dead-on wrong.

“May the saints preserve us from 
businessmen seeking to broaden 
their financial horizons in the name 
of helping society, whether society 

likes it or not.
“You make a prima facie case 

for imposing regulations on the 
newspaper industry. It is precisely 
because of the risk of homoge-
nized news reporting in any given 
community that the regulation was 
imposed.” IW

Thanks, IW, for your extensive 
response from which I excerpted 
just two parts. I think when you and 
I were growing up, the rule limiting 
newspaper ownership of local radio 

Regulation is a safety net
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Community Development 
Department. We have a packet put 
together to get you through this.”

A number of Manasota Key 
homeowners in Sarasota County 
— especially those north of the 
public Blind Pass Beach — have 
been hit as hard as their neigh-
bors south of the county line 
after Tropical Storm Colin and 
Hurricane Hermine swept up the 
Gulf earlier this year. 

“Before we talk about any proj-
ect, we will talk to residents first,” 
Sarasota County Environmental 
Planning Manager Rachel Herman 
said. Sarasota commissioners 
recently directed staff to survey 
all the 450 property owners north 
of the county line to see if they 
support beach renourishment and 
joining Charlotte in its efforts.

Funding the costs
Sand won’t come cheap. 

Charlotte County estimates a 
Manasota Key project could cost 
$26 million or more.

The county hired Texas-based 
Peter Ravella and his consulting 
team to work on funding strategies 
for a long-term beach mainte-
nance on Manasota Key. He’s ex-
pected to present those strategies 
at two public meetings, scheduled 
for 6 p.m., Thursday, and 1 p.m., 
Saturday, both at the Tringali Park 
Recreation Center.

“I can’t emphasize enough, and 
I can’t encourage you enough, to 
spread the word on Manasota Key. 
Tell all your friends and neigh-
bors to attend all the scheduled 
meetings, public hearings and 
informational meetings, so you all 
can hear all the information first-
hand,” Charlotte County Public 
Works Director Danny Quick said.

Charlotte County has established 
the boundaries for a municipal 
service taxing unit west of the 
Tom Adams Bridge, north to the 
Sarasota-Charlotte county line on 
Manasota Key and south to the 
Stump Pass State Beach. However, 
commissioners have yet to establish 
an assessment rate for the taxing 
unit and are identifying state and 
other potential funding sources.

“I think we have to educate 
our residents. We have to ensure 
them that they’re not going to 
bear the full brunt of paying for 
this,” said Joan Dunham-Card, 
South Manasota/Sandpiper Key 
Association president.

Dunham-Card and other 
Manasota Key homeowners would 
hope mainland county residents 
will contribute to preserve the Gulf 
beaches.

“Education and communi-
cation, I think, is a key to the 
whole thing,” Manasota Key 
resident Damian Ochab said. 
“Understanding public access — 
what is public and private — that 
this beach is a public beach.”

Ochab pointed out how a flash-
ing speed limit sign on Beach Road 
also counted 617,000 vehicles from 
April to September coming onto 
Manasota Key.

“This is not a local, private 
beach,” he said. “It’s more than the 
tiering (assessments). The (public) 
comes there for the beach. They 
come there for sunsets. They come 

to bring their guests to show our 
beaches off.”

Public access is actually the key 
to how much of the costs can be 
offset with state funding.

If all of Manasota Key were 
accessible to the public now, 
the state could decide to pay for 
40 percent or more of the costs for 
beach renourishment.

According to Poff, the biggest 
and best public access in the 
state’s method of determining 
funding are parking spaces and 
restrooms. Short-term hotel and 
other tourist rentals can also add 
points in the state’s ranking. 

“But if you don’t have that, then 
it’s all based on parking,” Poff 
said, explaining the state views 
100 parking spaces as creating 
public accessibility for a mile of 
beach. One parking space trans-
lates into 52.8 feet of eligibility.

“Right now, we have eligibility 
for half mile from the Englewood 
Beach south to the Stump Pass 
State Park,” Poff said. “Every quar-
ter mile, you need public access.”

Manasota Key resident Andy 
Wing suggested the Manasota Key 
Street and Drainage Unit Advisory 
Board be contacted. The advisory 
board, Wing said, could be asked 
to consider creating parking 
spaces north of Englewood Beach 
and the commercial district. 
That might increase public 
accessibility points in the state’s 
determinations.

North of the county line, there’s 
little or no opportunity to expand 
public access beyond Sarasota 
County’s existing public Blind Pass 
and Manasota beaches, Herman 
said.

That state money doesn’t come 
easy.

“The beach funds are com-
petitive,”  Herman said. “You’re 
dealing with everyone else in the 
state.”

But if Sarasota were to join 
Charlotte, then the project be-
comes regional and could earn 
a higher state ranking, as well as 
spreading out the project costs.

Private vs. public beach
“That’s a complicated ques-

tion,” Herman said.
Generally, the shoreline from 

the high-tide line to the water 
is deemed as public in Florida. 

However, Herman said some 
deeds identify private property 
lines down to the water lines.

“It depends what’s on the 
deed,” she said.

And if beach renourishment 
moves forward, an erosion control 
line will be established. Once es-
tablished, whatever sand is placed 
on the beach from the control line 
to the water is deemed as public 
beach, since public money is 
used to pay for the project. From 
the control line landward will 
remain private.

That’s a problem for some 
Gulf-front homeowners.

“A lot of people struggle with 
the idea,” Ochab said. Those 
homeowners envision the gener-
al public spreading blankets on 
the sand and setting up chairs 
on the beach in front of their 
homes. 

“Public access, that’s the issue, 
that’s going to be the issue,” he 
said.

For more than a decade, south 
of Stump Pass, Knight and Don 
Pedro property owners saw their 
Gulf-fronts renourished. A side 
effect of the managed beach was 
a rise in their property values.

“And (homes) started selling,” 
Bossman said. “A managed beach 
makes it less scary owning a 
Gulf-front home for prospective 
buyers.”

Wing pointed out another 
advantage.

“Once you have that (erosion 
control line), you have what’s 
called ‘an engineered beach’ — 
and that’s important,” he said, 
explaining how that would make 
Manasota Key eligible for Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
funding after a hurricane or 
major storm.

Ochab said, “This needs to be 
a beach renourishment program. 
This needs to happen every five 
to 10 years. You’re paying for 
insurance.”

However, drawing together 
substantial support remains a 
challenge.

“How do we get a consensus? Is 
it just from the public meetings? 
What percentage do we need to 
get that support?” Manasota Key 
resident Betsy McCallum asked. 

Those questions have yet to be 
answered.

Email: reilly@sun-herald.com
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Temporary braces hold up columns at the La Coquina Condominiums where summer tropical storms eroded away dunes on Mana-
sota Key. Charlotte County has begun planning for a beach renourishment management plan in hopes of stemming future threats 
to Gulf-front properties.
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Severe erosion, fueled by Tropical Storm Colin in August, batters La Coquina Condo-
miniums on Manasota Key.
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“And (homes) 
started selling.” 

 
Brenda Bossman,  

state permit holder for sea 
turtle nesting and shorebird 

nesting, explaining how a 
managed beach program 

benefited Gulf-front property 
owners on Knght and 

Don Pedro islands

‘
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“I come in on the 
back end. We’ve 

been encouraging 
everyone who 
has an issue 

(with erosion) out 
there to contact 
the Community 

Development 
Department.” 

 
County Building Official  

Ben Bailey

‘

SUN PHOTO BY TIM KERN

“Public access, 
that’s the issue, 

that’s going to be 
the issue.” 

 
  Manasota Key resident 

Damian Ochab

‘
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“Once you have 
that (erosion 

control line), you 
have what’s called 

‘an engineered 
beach’ — and that’s 

important.”
 

    Manasota Key resident  
Andy Wing on how a beach 

renourishment project 
would make Manasota Key 
eligible for federal funding 

after storms.

‘
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“I can’t emphasize 
enough, and I 

can’t encourage 
you enough, to 

spread the word 
on Manasota Key, 

all your friends 
and neighbors, 

to attend all 
the scheduled 

meetings, public 
hearings and 

informational 
meetings, so you 
all can hear all 
the information 

first hand.” 
 

Charlotte County  
Public Works Director  

Dan Quick

‘

SUN PHOTO BY TIM KERN

“I think we have to 
educate our resi-
dents. We have to 
ensure them that 

they’re not going to 
bear the full brunt 
of paying for this.” 

 
Joan Dunham-Card,  

South Manasota/Sandpiper 
Key Association president

‘
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“How do we get a 
consensus?  What 
percentage do we 
need to get that 

support?” 
 

Manasota Key resident  
Betsy McCallum

‘

SUN PHOTO BY TIM KERN

“That’s a 
complicated 

question.”  
 

    Sarasota County  
Environmental Planning 
Manager Rachel Herman 

on what defines public and 
private beaches.

‘

FROM PAGE ONE
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ENGLEWOOD — Some 
Gulf-front property 
owners on Shoreview 
Drive aren’t sold on beach 
renourishment.

“All of the new renour-
ishment projects that 
(Charlotte County) is 
proposing will establish 
an erosion control line 
(ECL),” Lorraine McBride 
told the Sun in an email. 
She and her husband, 
Gary, own a rental proper-
ty on Shoreview Drive, off 
Gulf Boulevard.

“From that point for-
ward, our property rights 
will be forever changed,” 
McBride contends.

The McBrides and 
other Shoreview Drive 
property owners view the 
sandy beach fronting their 
properties as their private 
beaches, and they have 
the paperwork to prove it.

“We all live in what 
is a subdivision called 
Englewood Shores,” 
McBride said. “The plat 
book for the subdivision 
shows that the beach-
front properties own to 
the waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico.”

Any beach renourish-
ment project funded with 
public dollars would estab-
lish the erosion control line 
that demarcates what stays 
private and what becomes 
public beach. Sand east of 
the erosion line remains 
private, while sand added 
to the beach to the west of 
the line to the Gulf would 
be public beach.

Even without a beach 
project, Shoreview 
property owners describe 
themselves as fending off 
the public.

“Protecting our property 
rights are very important 
to us,” McBride said. “It is 
a constant struggle deal-
ing with people on the 
beach. I have had people 
set up a 10-by-10 tent at 
my seawall. Those people 
would feel differently if I 
brought an umbrella and 
a cooler of beer and sat in 
their backyard.”

The McBrides hired 
attorney David Levin to 
explore their rights. 

After talking to 
Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection 
permitting officials 
and reviewing existing 
permits, Levin told 
the McBrides, “Should 
an individual upland 
property owner refuse to 
grant a ‘beach restoration 
easement,’ the beach 
renourishment project 
will bypass that property. 

“(FDEP) further stated 
that if enough property 
owners in a given area re-
fuse to grant the required 
beach renourishment 
easements, the project 
cannot be undertaken in 
that area,” Levin said.

Actually, Charlotte 
County’s beach renour-
ishment wouldn’t affect 
Shoreview properties, 
which are south of the 
public beach. The project 
plan is now limited to pro-
viding sand to properties 

north of the public beach 
to the Sarasota-Charlotte 
county line where erosion 
threatens to undermine 
homes, condominiums 
and other structures.

Thomas Geimer, 
another Shoreview 
property owner, said, 
“First, we need to deter-
mine, what, if any, impact 
the new groin will have 
on the beach north of 
Stump Pass to (the public 
Englewood Beach).”

The county’s dredging 
and Stump Pass main-
tenance plan calls for 
construction of a perme-
able groin at the southern 
tip of Manasota Key, more 
than 3 miles south of 
Englewood Beach. The 
groin is designed to slow 
but not completely stop 
sand from shifting south on 
coastal currents to Knight 

and Don Pedro islands. 
If that doesn’t work, 

then Geimer suggested, 
“We need to consider a 
rational plan that includes 
a tax method that is 
universally applied to all 
county property (own-
ers). If the beach is to be 
identified as a community 
asset and repaired with 
county funds, all taxpay-
ers should be taxed on a 
proportional basis.”

Geimer said Manasota 
Key private property own-
ers “in most cases” have the 
wherewithal to pay to ward 
off erosion. If individuals 
are unable to fund their 
own repairs, then perhaps 
a county bond or a loan 
could raise the necessary 
funds, he said. 

“There is no doubt that 
the north section from 
(Englewood Beach) to 

Sarasota County line is in 
dire need of restoration,” 
he said. “Whether that 
takes the form of private 
investment or county 
support is up for debate.” 

For Geimer, any funding 
strategy is better than in-
creases to property taxes, 
particularly on Manasota 
Key. The county has creat-
ed a taxing unit, but hasn’t 
yet set any assessment for 
Sandpiper and Manasota 
Key property owners 
to pay into for beach 
renourishment. Also, 
Texas-based Peter Ravella 
and his consulting team 
are expected next week to 
present the county with 
funding strategies.

Laurie Robinson, 
property manager for 
the Shallows Englewood 
Beach House where most 
of its guests are seniors, 

said, “People here like 
their privacy.”

Ten years of living on 
the Gulf, Robinson has 
seen beach erosion that’s 
allowed her to fish from 
the Shallows seawall. 
Other times, she’s felt she 
had to walk the length of 
a football field to the Gulf. 
Right now, the Shallows 
enjoys 30 to 40 yards of 
beach, and seven steps 
of its wooden walkover is 
buried beneath sand. 

Shoreview residents 
reported how they may 
now have 100 feet or more 
of sandy beaches.

“Mother Nature will 
do what Mother Nature 
does,” Robinson said. As 
far as the cycles of ero-
sion, she said, “That is the 
risk you take when you get 
here — and it’s worth it.”

Email: reilly@sun-herald.com

Some Gulf-front property owners  not sold on sand project
By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER The project plan is now limited to providing sand to properties north 

of the public beach to the Sarasota-Charlotte county line where erosion 
threatens to undermine homes, condominiums and other structures.
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“Mother Nature will do what 
Mother Nature does. … 

That is the risk you take when 
you get here — and it’s worth it.”

LAURIE ROBINSON

‘

“There is no doubt that the north section 
from (Englewood Beach) to Sarasota 

County line is in dire need of restoration.”
THOMAS GEIMER

‘

“… if enough property owners  
in a given area refuse to grant 

the required beach renourishment 
easements, the project cannot be 

undertaken in that area.”
ATTORNEY DAVID LEVIN

‘

“Protecting our property rights are very 
important to us. It is a constant struggle 

dealing with people on the beach. … 
Those people would feel differently if I 

brought an umbrella and a cooler of beer 
and sat in their backyard.”

LORRAINE MCBRIDE

‘
PROJECT SITE

IMAGE PROVIDED BY 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Manasota Key erosion study.
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It is time to
respect all views

Far left must now
suffer consequences

Wish I could
help vets more

Vietnam wall
is disrespected

Editor:
During the last year, I’ve 

read the editorial letters with 
an open mind, a sense of hu-
mor and no desire to respond 
to the nasty remarks about 
Trump supporters. I believe 
Americans vote their own 
personal circumstances and 
experiences — that is their 
right. My mind changed today 
after reading, “Not Impressed 
with Trump Voter.”

It amazes me that there 
are still nasty people who 
will personally attack and 
characterize Trump voters so 
stupidly and you will continue 
to print their disrespectful 
remarks. 

My family and lots of 
friends are Trump supporters. 
Most have higher education 
degrees or highly trained skills 
in multiple fields of expertise. 
My husband and I have built 
and sold three successful 
businesses. We have four 
daughters and a son — all 
college educated. They teach 
school, are in supervisory 
positions or own their own 
businesses. One son-in-law 
is a career Marine, currently 
on his seventh deployment. 
Our grandchildren are high 
achievers and can discuss 
politics with knowledge and 
facts. They are taught to 
respect all opinions and never 
judge using “race”. 

Today, my family is doing 
what most hardworking 
Americans are doing every 
day (before and since the 
election) — going to work, 
running their businesses, 
protecting our country and 
praying for American leaders. 
They would be doing this 
even if Trump had lost.

Editor:
I live directly behind the 

Vietnam wall. I see disrespect-
ful behavior on a daily basis 
such as: bikes (no bike racks 
available), dogs (Laishley Park 
is a dog park), and a woman 
using the lower part of the 
wall as a bench while taking a 
picture of a young dressed-up 
couple slowly dancing in front 
of it.

Loud music? The music 
from the Wyvern Hotel carries 
over to the park and actually 
echoes off the condo build-
ings. This is a sacred wall and 
it was placed here before the 
city and the vets thought it 
through. What further disre-
spect can we expect from the 
festivities in the park every 
weekend all through season?

Molly Stokes
Punta Gorda

Editor:
The left’s reaction has been 

vitriolic to say the least. I 
guess they are still in shock 
since they can’t fathom their 
far left policies are being 
rejected any more than they 
can accept they don’t work. Of 
course it couldn’t have any-
thing to do with the fact that 
Hillary was going to continue 
Obama’s unpopular policies 
of health care, the total 
meltdown in the Middle East, 
or cramming the gay/LGBT 
agenda down the throats of 
97 percent of the people who 

Editor:
I started my life living in a 

cold water tenement house. 
When my father passed away, 
my mother raised me and my 
older brother and sister. I was 
only 6 and my brother and sister 
were 10 years older.

It was shortly after the 
Depression and it did not end 
for the people in our poor 
area where we grew up. I was 
a preteen and I was one of the 
first kids who developed polio 
in New Jersey. I had to go to 
school on crutches. After high 
school I was drafted into the 
Army and sent to Korea. 

I went to the police 
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Roundtable: Fix needed for beach erosion
OUR POSITION: A concerted 

effort is needed for beach re-
nourishment on Manasota Key 
in both Charlotte and Sarasota 
counties.

Participants in a recent 
Sun roundtable discus-
sion agreed on three 

fundamental points:
1) The shoreline of Manasota 

Key has eroded to an alarming 
point.

2) The situation isn’t going to 
improve on its own.

3) Charlotte and Sarasota 
county government need to find 
a fix.

The good news for them is 
that both counties are taking the 
situation seriously. In Charlotte 
County — which has limited 
accessible public Gulf beach 
other than Englewood Beach/
Manasota Key — beach re-
nourishment is at the top of the 
priority list for the coming year.

Sarasota County is coming 
along also — conducting a 
survey to determine the level 
of support for renourishment 
among the 450 residents of the 
Key’s Sarasota side. Officials in 
both counties have pledged to 
work together if public support 
is there.

It is a good start. Roundtable 
participants agreed some form 
of community response was 
needed to offset the damaging 
impacts of beach erosion, for 
homes and businesses, as well 
as the coastal economy that 
depends on healthy, accessible 
beaches.

All also acknowledged the 
political difficulties that will be 
involved.

First, the science.
As outlined by Coastal 

Engineering Consultants 

President Michael Poff — a 
well-respected consultant with 
decades of experience on coastal 
issues here — Key beach erosion 
has been increasing in the past 
15 years. For 20 years before 
the year 2000, the average loss 
of beachfront was 1 foot per 
year. From 2001 to 2015, this 
increased to 4 feet per year.

The cause?
Storms — especially the major 

tropical storms of the mid-2000s 
— and structural hardening (like 
seawalls) in isolated spots, which 
naturally add to erosion of shore-
line south of those spots. (The 
Gulf’s tidal flow runs southward, 
so sand is naturally pushed in 
that direction. Rock revetments 
along the shore produce higher 
waves in the immediate area, 
exacerbating erosion.)

Will the sand come back 
naturally, as it has tended to do 
in the past?

Not likely.
Poff warned that underlying 

factors had changed.
Not enough replacement sand 

is migrating naturally down the 
coast. Another new phenome-
non is the “scouring” of a long 
section just offshore in Charlotte 
County. The hard base under-
water here doesn’t retain sand; it 
simply washes away.

If nothing is done to counter-
act this, Poff said erosion would 
“continue and worsen.”

The impact?
Homes are already threat-

ened; more will be threatened. 
In addition, public access to 
the shoreline, guaranteed by 
the state constitution, is also 
threatened: You can’t walk along 
beaches that aren’t there.

This has an obvious impact 
on property owners. Insurance 
rates have risen with the water, 

roundtable participants said. 
Individuals must mitigate threats 
individually — an expensive and 
difficult proposition, considering 
strict environmental regulations. 
In addition, hardening one small 
spot invariably causes more 
problems down-shore.

From a broader public policy 
perspective, the loss of beach-
front, especially in Charlotte 
County, will have an increasing 
impact on the economy; prop-
erty values and tax revenues will 
drop. And, again, public access 
along the shoreline will diminish.

The solution?
Sarasota County is surveying 

residents’ interest in renour-
ishment. Charlotte County has 
already taken more deliberate 
action.

The county has established a 
municipal services taxing unit 
encompassing both Manasota 
and Sandpiper keys. Businesses 
and residences here could pay 
special ad valorem taxes (based 
on property value) for a renour-
ishment program. 

Poff is also devising a large-
scale program that would add 
more sand as soon as possible 
and set a course for ongoing 
renourishment for decades. 

In addition, an economic 
consultant is studying potential 
tax and revenue structures that 
would support renourishment, 
both now and in the future. 
Among options under consid-
eration are a combination of 
the following: directly affected 
homeowners, those in the 
MSTU, a broader base of county 
taxes, and state funds.

The current cost estimate is 
$26 million. A lot of money.

That is why state funding — as 
much as 50 percent is possible — 
is critical. 

We think the need is obvious. 
Further, we hope homeowners 
and taxpayers in Charlotte 
County will participate in meet-
ings that will be held in coming 
months to gauge support and 
determine potential payment 
methods. Sarasota County offi-
cials also will meet with northern 
Manasota Key homeowners 
associations.

In the past, Key property 
owners have balked. Cost was 
one reason, although it makes 
most sense that costs be spread 
among a wider population. It 
certainly makes sense that the 
potential for state funding be 
maximized as much as possible. 
“Regional” projects get extra 
credit when the state determines 
who gets funding — one reason 
a joint effort by Charlotte and 
Sarasota counties becomes 
more important. And by the 
very nature of the problem, 
shifting sand and erosion 
doesn’t stop at a man-drawn 
boundary line.

Also critical is both property- 
owner buy-in and the doctrine 
that public money spent to 
enhance ostensibly “private” 
beaches serve a public purpose. 
This has been a sticking point 
in the past for property owners, 
concerned that more beach in 
front of their homes will bring 
more “public” — individuals 
who will be able to drop a towel 
and spend time there.

Yes, it will. Legally in Florida 
(except in a few, very specific 
instances), the public has a 
right to use “wet” sand — that 
portion of beach seaward of the 
mean high-tide line. Property 
to the landward side is consid-
ered private; park your towel 
there and homeowners can run 
you off.

If this renourishment were to 
go forward, a defined “erosion 
control line” would be estab-
lished. Property owners would 
have rights landward (no tres-
passing). The public would have 
rights to use anything seaward.

With renourishment, there 
will be far more beach, period, 
so there will be more area for 
public use. We believe that is both 
necessary and good.

But property owners? In the 
past, some have been wary. 
Roundtable participants estimat-
ed as many as 40 percent of their 
neighbors may be queasy.

But we hope they will rec-
ognize that a wider beach will 
better protect their homes from 
potentially catastrophic damage. 
Insurance rates likely will drop. 
And, as one participant noted, in 
other places around here where 
beaches have been renourished 
(notably Knight Island), the value 
and resale potential of properties 
soared. 

That makes perfect sense. It 
seems to us the entire project 
makes perfect sense. And, 
ultimately, the consequences of 
inaction are potentially dramatic 
and harmful for all.

One more thing: When state 
funds are used in beach renour-
ishment, the beach becomes 
eligible for FEMA funding after 
storms in the future. In a very 
real sense, that’s an insurance 
policy also.

Our hope is that property own-
ers and members of the public in 
southern Sarasota County and all 
of Charlotte County will make the 
effort to fully educate themselves 
on this issue. The decision will be 
up to county commissioners, but 
they will need to know the public 
strongly supports the effort. We 
believe they should.

I could list the many rea-
sons I did not vote for Hillary 
but the election is over, Trump 
won. The campaign did not 
change who “we” are — all 
equal and deserving mutual 
respect.

Shirl Culton
Punta Gorda

don’t want men going into girl’s 
bathrooms. These policies have 
lost American jobs, stagnated the 
economy and made a mockery of 
immigration laws.  

The Dems also overlook that 
they ran one of the most flawed 
candidates in history. An inveter-
ate liar who lied about Benghazi 
and jeopardized national security 
with an illegal private server. 
I won’t even get into all the 
money that was pouring into the 
Clinton Foundation from foreign 
governments.

Funny, I don’t remember when 
Obama was elected that McCain 
or Romney supporters ran out 
and rioted. I don’t remember 
them pulling Obama supporters 
out of their cars and beating 
them up as Hillary supporters 
have done to people who voted 
for Trump. Rioting and police 
murders are only coming from 
the left.

The election of Trump has 
shown that the people are 
taking back our country from the 
radical left. Look at the results. 

department and was am-
bushed at a bank alarm where 
my partner was shot and 
killed. I was shot five times 
and lost my job and the use 
of my right leg. I had four kids 
and no medical insurance. 
I feel so bad when I see our 
men coming home without an 
arm or leg. I am so mad when 
I see our government wasting 
money on stupid things that 
are not needed. They ask us 
to contribute but it is hard to 
raise money for our family to 
pay my own bills. 

I write letters to the news-
paper and our government, 
but it is all that I can do. I was 
lucky in Korea but not in my 
own country. God bless these 
guys and I will keep trying to 
help in every way that I can.  

William J. Gorman
Port Charlotte

The House, Senate, presi-
dency are now controlled by 
Republicans. As Obama said 
to McCain, “elections have 
consequences”.

Jim Crawley
Punta Gorda


